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Variable construction

Figure 3: Trust in ruling party variables

Trust ruling party is an index variable of closest to ZANU-PF, trust incumbent, and trust

president.

Trust institutions (justice/EC) is an index variable of trust national courts and trust electoral

commission.
Trust security (police/army) is an index variable of trust police and trust army.

Variables measuring trust in the incumbent, president, EC, courts, police, and army are all
coded from 0 to 3 where 0 indicates “not at all” and 3 indicates “a lot.”

Figure 4: Political activity

Formal politics is an index comprising the following variables: attend campaign rally; attend
campaign meeting; persuade others to vote for party; worked for candidate; registered to
vote; voted. All variables are coded as 1 if the participant had done so in the past national

election.

Attends demonstrations asks whether respondents attend demonstrations or protests. The
variable is coded from 0 to 4, where 0 indicates “would never do this” and 4 indicates “all
the time.”

Joins community associations is coded from 0 to 3 where 0 indicates”“not a member” and 3

indicates that the respondent is a “leader” in organizations.

Attended community meetings is coded from 0 to 4, where 0 indicates “would never do this”

and 4 indicates “all the time.”

Consumes political news is an index variable of whether the respondent consumes any
political news via the radio, TV, newspapers, Internet, or social media. Responses are coded

between “0” if the respondent never does, and “4” if they always do.

Discuss politics asks whether the respondent discusses politics with others. The variable is

coded from 0 to 2, where 0 indicates “never” and 2 indicates “often.”

Figure 5: Evaluation of government and politics

Satisfied (economic) is an index variable that measures satisfaction with government
performance on economic issues. Variables include: managing the economy, managing
poverty, creating jobs, keeping prices down, narrowing the income gap, and ensuring that
there is food to eat. All are coded from 0 to 3 where 0 indicates the the government handles

the issue “very badly” and 3 indicates “very well.”

Satisfied (issues) is an index variable that measures satisfaction with government

performance on public goods provision. Variables include: reducing crime, improving
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health, addressing educational needs, maintaining roads, providing electricity, providing
water and sanitation, and fighting corruption. All are coded from 0 to 3 where 0 indicates
the the government handles the issue “very badly” and 3 indicates “very well.”

Gov performance is an index variable that measures whether respondents were satisfied with
the performance of the president and their MP. Both are coded from 0 to 3, where 0 indicates
that they are “not at all” satisfied, and 3 indicates “very” satisfied.

Supports political competition is an index variable of whether respondents support: elections,
political parties, two-term limit, and party competition. All variables are coded as 0 to 3
where 3 indicates strong support.

Rejects authoritarianism is an index variable of whether respondent rejects: one-man rule,
one-party rule, military rule. All variables are coded as 0 to 3 where 3 indicates strong
rejection.

Zimbabwe's democratic quality is coded from 0 to 3, where 0 indicates “not a democracy” and
3 indicates “full democracy.”

Figure 6: State capacity and public goods provision

Unemployed is coded as 1 if the respondent indicates that they are unemployed.

Availability of services is an index variable of whether the following services exist (as
observed by the enumerator): electricity, piped water, sewage, and cell service. All variables
are coded as 1 if they exist.

Existence of infrastructure is an index variable of whether the following infrastructure exist
(as observed by the enumerator): post office, school, police station, health clinic, and market
stalls. All variables are coded as 1 if they exist.

Respondent or neighbors seemed afraid is an index comprising the following variables:
respondent was suspicious, respondent seemed misleading, respondent was hostile,
respondent was uncooperative, neighbor seemed interested, neighbor was suspicious,
neighbor was afraid. Respondent variables are coded from a 0 to 2 scale; neighbor variables
are coded on a 0 and 1 scale.

Enumerator was, or felt, threatened is an index comprising the following variables: enumerator
approached by political representatives, enumerator felt threatened, enumerator physically
threatened. All variables are coded on a 0 and 1 scale.

Police presence observed is an index variable of two variables: enumerator saw police vehicles
and numerator saw police roadblocks. Both are coded on a 0 and 1 scale.

A2



B Descriptive statistics

Table A1l: Summary statistics

N Mean SD Min Max

Designated native land 2924 0.616 0487 0 1
Protected village policy 2924 0360 0480 O 1

Figure 3: Trust in ruling party

Trust ZANU 2923 0932 0745 0 3
Trust president 2808 1759 1133 O 3
Trust Electoral Commission 2658 1425 1.098 0 3
Trust courts and dept of justice 2773 1789 0949 O 3
Trust police 2889 1497 1.052 0 3
Trust army 2573 1.854 0997 0 3

Figure 4: Political activity

Participates in formal politics 2647 0573 0315 O 1
Attend demonstration 2882 0430 0792 0 4
Participates in associations 2378 0900 0759 0 3
Attend community meeting 2604 2430 1176 O 4
Discusses politics 2681 0915 0707 O 2
Consumes political news 2915 1252 1131 O 4
Figure 5: Evaluation of government and politics

Satisfied with handling the economy 2907 1.088 0728 0  3.333
Satisfied with public goods provision 2902 1208 0.675 0 3
Good government performance 2829 1504 0927 O 3
Reject authoritarian regimes 2804 2249 0748 O 3
Supports political competition 2599 2072 0602 O 3
Zimbabwe is a democracy 2425 1216 1.027 0 3

Figure 6: State capacity and public goods provision

No job 2917 0.689 0463 0 1
Infrastructure 2700 0523 0272 0 1
Services 2698 0399 0326 O 1
Respondent/neighbors afraid 2923 0384 0435 O 2
Enumerator threatened 2921 0.014 0.092 0 1
Police vehicles or police seen in/near EA 2699 0.179 0384 O 1
Roadblocks set up by police in/near EA 1870 0.081 0273 0 1
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Tables from main results

Table A2: Trust in ruling party

(1) ) €)
Trust ruling party Trust institutions Trust security
Effect of PV -1.264*** -1.012*** -1.567***
(0.240) (0.211) (0.211)
Observations 991 1144 1042
Standard errors in parentheses
*p < 0.1,% p <0.05** p <001
Table A3: Political activity
) ) €) (4) (5) (6)
Participates Attend Participates Attend comm. Consume Discusses
formal pol demo. associations meeting pol. news  politics
Effect of PV -0.220*** -0.271 -0.502* -0.789*** -0.469 0.191
(0.064) (0.179) (0.288) (0.236) (0.290) (0.654)
Observations 924 953 916 1075 867 1031
Standard errors in parentheses
*p < 0.1, p <005 p <001
Table A4: Evaluation of government and politics
(1) () (3)
Good gov. perf. Satisfied econ Satisfied pub goods from
Effect of PV -1.008*** -0.347 -0.734***
(0.167) (0.460) (0.199)
Observations 1047 1445 1007
Supp. pol. comp. Reject auth. regimes Zim. is democracy
Effect of PV 0.519*** 0.682*** -0.775***
(0.147) (0.177) (0.203)
Observations 968 1033 1023
Standard errors in parentheses
*p <01, p <005 ** p <001
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Table A5: State capacity

(1) (2) )
Unemployed Services avail. Infrastructure
Effect of PV 0.093 0.331* 0.277
(0.158) (0.169) (0.224)
Observations 1299 1099 1106
(1) (2) )
Resp/neighbor afraid Enum threatened Police presence
Effect of PV 1.214** 0.114 -0.276
(0.088) (0.145) (0.410)
Observations 1159 1436 1152

Standard errors in parentheses
*p<0.1,* p<0.05*** p <0.01

Table A6: Depressed outlook

M )
Supp. main opposition Democracy doesn’t matter
Effect of PV 0.864*** 0.436
(0.178) (0.770)
Observations 1062 1125

Standard errors in parentheses
*p<0.1,* p <0.05 *** p <0.01
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D Cohort effects

Figure Al: Trust in ruling party
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Figure A2: Political activity
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Figure A3: Evaluation of government and politics
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Figure A4: State capacity and public goods provision
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Effect size

Effect size

Effect size

Balance

Figure A5: Pre-war colonial land designations
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Figure A6: Distance to border, capital, and provincial capitals
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Effect size

Effect size

Effect size
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Figure A7: Geographical features
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F Robustness checks

Trust in ruling party

Figure A8: With distrct fixed effects
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Figure A10: With geographic controls
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Figure A11: Dropping urban wards
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Political activity

Figure A13: With district fixed effects
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Figure A14: With Conley standard errors
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Political activity (cont)

Figure A16: With geographic controls
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Figure A17: Dropping urban wards
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Evaluation of government

Figure A19: With district fixed effects
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Figure A20: With Conley standard errors
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Figure A21: With geographic controls
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Figure A22: Dropping urban wards
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Evaluation of politics

Figure A24: With distrct fixed effects
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Figure A25: With Conley standard errors
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Figure A26: With geographic controls
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Figure A27: Dropping urban wards
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State capacity (public goods)
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Figure A29: With district fixed effects
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Figure A31: With geographic controls
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Figure A32: Dropping urban wards
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State capacity (coercion)
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Figure A34: With district fixed effects
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Figure A35: With Conley standard errors
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Figure A36: With geographic controls
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Figure A37: Dropping urban wards
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