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Afrobarometer questions

A.1.1 Afrobarometer questions used in main results:

Schooling: What is your highest level of education?

Employment: Do you have a job that pays a cash income? If yes, is it full-time or part-time?
If not, are you presently looking for a job?

Lack necessities: Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your family:

Gone without enough food to eat?

Gone without enough clean water for home use?

Gone without medicines or medical treatment?

Gone without enough fuel to cook your food?

Gone without a cash income?

Owns assets: Which of these things do you personally own: [Radio/Television/Motor vehi-
cle]

Voted last election: With regard to the most recent [year] elections, which statement is true
for you? Recoded as “You voted in the elections” = 1, else = 0

Attended rally: Thinking about the last national election in [year], did you: Attend a cam-
paign rally?

Canvassed for candidate: Thinking about the last national election in [year], did you: Try
to persuade others to vote for a certain presidential or legislative candidate or political party?

Worked for candidate: Thinking about the last national election in [year], did you: Work
for a candidate or party?

Rejects elections: Which of the following statements is closest to your view? Choose State-
ment 1 or Statement 2.
1. We should choose our leaders in this country through regular, open and honest elec-
tions.
2. Since elections sometimes produce bad results, we should adopt other methods for
choosing this country’s leaders.
Discuss politics: When you get together with your friends or family, would you say you
discuss political matters?
Interest in public affairs: How interested would you say you are in public affairs?

Ballot not secret: How likely do you think it is: That powerful people can find out how you
voted, even though there is supposed to be a secret ballot in this country?

Fears intimidation: During election campaigns in this country, how much do you personally
fear becoming a victim of political intimidation or violence?
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* Careful about politics: In this country, how often do people have to be careful of what they
say about politics?
* President should obey courts: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?
Choose Statement 1 or Statement 2.
1. Since the President was elected to lead the country, she should not be bound by laws or
court decisions that he thinks are wrong.
2. The President must always obey the laws and the courts, even if she thinks they are

wrong.

* Want term limits: Which of the following statements is closest to your view? Choose
Statement 1 or Statement 2.
1. The constitution should limit the president to serving a maximum of two terms in office.
2. There should be no constitutional limit on how long the president can serve.

* MP should check president: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?
Choose Statement 1 or Statement 2.

1. The National Legislature should ensure that the President explains to it on a regular
basis how her government spends taxpayers’ money.
2. The President should be able to devote her full attention to developing the country

rather than wasting time justifying his actions.

* Parliament should make laws: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?
Choose Statement 1 or Statement 2.

1. The representatives of the National Legislature represent the people; therefore they
should make laws for this country, even if the President does not agree.

2. Since the President represents all of us, she should pass laws without worrying about
what The National Legislator thinks.

A.1.2 Afrobarometer questions used in placebo tests

* Trust neighbors: How much do you trust each of the following types of people: Your
neighbors?

* Trust relatives: How much do you trust each of the following types of people: Your rela-
tives?

* Trust Liberians: How much do you trust each of the following types of people: Other
Liberians?

* Trust acquaintances: How much do you trust each of the following types of people: Other
people you know?
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Member of religious group: Let’s turn to your role in the community. Now I am going
to read out a list of groups that people join or attend. For each one, could you tell me
whether you are an official leader, an active member, an inactive member, or not a member:
A religious group (e.g., church, mosque)?

Member of community association: Let’s turn to your role in the community. Now I am
going to read out a list of groups that people join or attend. For each one, could you tell me
whether you are an official leader, an active member, an inactive member, or not a member:
Some other voluntary association or community group?

Used force for politics: Here is a list of actions that people sometimes take as citizens. For
each of these, please tell me whether you, personally, have done any of these things during
the past year. If not, would you do this if you had the chance: Used force or violence for a
political cause?

Violence in politics is justified: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?
Choose Statement 1 or Statement 2.

1. The use of violence is never justified in Liberian politics today.

2. In this country, it is sometimes necessary to use violence in support of a just cause.

Against ex-combatant amnesty: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?
Choose Statement 1 or Statement 2.

1. Those who are responsible for human rights violations committed during past conflicts
should be granted amnesty, which means that they would never be subject to criminal
prosecution or other consequences for their actions.

2. Those who are responsible for human rights violations should be held accountable and
face consequences for what they have done.
IDP: Which of the following things did YOU PERSONALLY do in response to the violence
caused by the civil wars? Relocated to another part of Liberia.

Refugee: Which of the following things did YOU PERSONALLY do in response to the
violence caused by the civil wars? Relocated outside Liberia.
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A.2 Descriptive Statistics

Table Al: Census and Voter Registration Data

count  mean sd min max
First stage
Intensity 102556 0.512 0.233 0 1
Schooling 106259 1.586 0.851 0 4
Outcomes
Employment 106259 0.419 0.291 0 1
Voter representation (precinct level) 19178  -0.000 0.015 -0.303 0.093
Controls
Share ethnicity 1 106259 0.129 0.233 0 1
Share ethnicity 2 106259 0.008 0.057 0 1
Share ethnicity 3 106259 0.003 0.025 0 1
Share ethnicity 4 106259 0.031 0.120 0 1
Share ethnicity 5 106259 0.074 0.209 0 1
Share ethnicity 6 106259 0.043 0.145 0 1
Share ethnicity 7 106259 0.098 0.220 0 1
Share ethnicity 8 106259 0.201 0.296 0 1
Share ethnicity 9 106259 0.049 0.145 0 1
Share ethnicity 10 106259 0.044 0.173 0 1
Share ethnicity 11 106259 0.061 0.141 0 1
Share ethnicity 12 106259 0.054 0.129 0 1
Share ethnicity 13 106259 0.036 0.079 0 1
Share ethnicity 14 106259 0.077 0.213 0 1
Share ethnicity 15 106259 0.014 0.064 0 1
Share ethnicity 16 106259 0.013 0.084 0 1
Share ethnicity 17 106259 0.041 0.120 0 1
Share ethnicity 18 106259 0.006 0.037 0 1
Share ethnicity 19 106259 0.016 0.026 0 1
Share ethnicity 20 106259 0.002 0.005 0 1
Share religion 1 106259 0.855 0.214 0 1
Share religion 2 106259 0.125 0.208 0 1
Share religion 3 106259 0.005 0.038 0 1
Share religion 4 106259 0.002 0.015 0 1
Share religion 5 106259 0.014 0.064 0 1
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Table A2: Afrobarometer Rounds 4-6 Data

count mean sd min max
First stage
Intensity 1768 0.495 0.228 .054 .838
School 1756 2.335 1.529 0 4
Economic
Full employment 1768 0.137 0344 O 1
Some employment 1768 0.245 0430 O 1
Lack necessities 1768 1.524 0.982 0 4
Assets 1765 0.353 0296 O 1
Participation in Elections
Voted last election 1739 0.787 0.409 0 1
Attended rally 1201 0.465 0.499 0 1
Canvassed for cand. 1199 0.506 0.500 0 1
Worked for cand. 1195 0.315 0.465 0 1
Interest in Politics and Participation
Rejects elections 1761 0.187 0.524 0 2
Discuss politics 1707 0.762 0.733 0 2
Interest pub affairs 1726 0.799 0.863 0 2
No pref. for democracy 1601 0.188 0.391 O
Elections are Free & Fair
Ballot not secret 1000 0.369 0.675 0 2
Fears intimidation 1721 1.023 1.024 0 3
Careful about politics 1714 1.065 0874 O 2
Democratic Institutions
Pres. obey courts 1757 1.127 0.785 0 2
Want term limits 1752 1.389 0.747 0 2
MP checks pres. 1755 1.187 0.841 O 2
Parl. makes laws 1748 1.197 0.800 0 2
Community Engagement
Civic trust (close) 1102 2.011 0.977 0 3
Civic trust (far) 1097 1.052 0.887 0 3
Association member 1760 0.591 0.540 0 2
Violent Socialization
Used force 1076 0.199 0.662 0 4
Violence justified 1070 0.711 0906 O 3
Reject amnesty 556 1.694 1205 O 3
Displacement
Displaced 560 0.841 0366 O 1
Controls
Urban 1768 0.519 0.500 O 1
Gender 1768 0.531 0.499 0 1
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A.3 Parallel Trends

Figure A1: Parallel trends (Census Data)
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Figure A2: Parallel trends (Afrobarometer Data)
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A.4 Placebo Tests for Main Effects

Table A3: Placebo Tests

Census Sample Afrobarometer Sample
Cutoff = 1965 Cutoff = 1970 Cutoff = 1965 Cutoff = 1970
Placebo x Intensity 0.383*** 0.577* -0.187 -0.023
(0.020) (0.050) (0.504) (0.461)
Observations 89311 89722 1096 1247
R? 0.687 0.725 0.332 0.328

Standard errors in parentheses
T p<0.1,*p<0.05 * p<0.01,*** p<0.001
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A.5 Voter Registration
A.5.1 Main effects

Figure A3: Voter Registration Effects Across Bandwidths
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Figure A4: Voter Registration Placebo Tests
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A.6 Conflict and Pre-war Education

Figure A5: Mapping Conflict Intensity and Pre-war Education Levels

(a) Conflict Events (b) Pre-war Education Levels
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A.7 Placebo Tests for Pre-Treatment Variables

Figure A6: Plotting Pre-Treatment Variables
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A.8 Estimates including Ethnicity Controls

Table A4: Election Outcomes

Farticipation in Elections

Panel A Voted last election  Attended rally Canvassed for cand. Worked for cand.

Post x Intensity -0.080 -0.303* -0.335** -0.327**
(0.087) (0.135) 0.121) (0.115)

Observations 1739 1201 1199 1195

R? 0.176 0.156 0.182 0.144

Treatment level District District District District

Interest in Politics and Democratic Participation

Panel B Rejects elections  Discuss politics  Interest pub affairs No dem pref

Post x Intensity 0.363* -0.427* -0.419* 0.230*
(0.108) (0.173) (0.184) (0.107)

Observations 1761 1707 1726 1601

R? 0.175 0.219 0.127 0.181

Treatment level District District District District

Notes: T p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered at the district level.
Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects, urbanity fixed effects, and district-gender
fixed effects.

Table AS: Elections are Free and Fair

(1 2) 3)
Ballot not secret Fears intimidation Careful about politics
Post x Intensity -0.490* -0.337 -0.380"
(0.236) (0.259) (0.196)
Observations 1000 1721 1714
R? 0.162 0.132 0.178
Treatment level District District District

Notes: * p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered
at the district level. Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects,
urbanity fixed effects, and district-gender fixed effects.
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Table A6: Democratic Institutions

ey 2 3) “4)
Pres. obey courts Want term limits MP checks pres. Parl. makes laws
Post x Intensity -0.134 0.162 0.104 0.101
(0.230) (0.185) 0.172) (0.238)
Observations 1757 1752 1755 1748
R? 0.150 0.176 0.149 0.169
Treatment level District District District District

Notes: T p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered at the district

level. Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects, urbanity fixed effects, and
district-gender fixed effects.
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A.9 Estimates using IV (Born between 1975-1989)

Table A7: Election Outcomes

Farticipation in Elections

Panel A Voted last election  Attended rally Canvassed for cand. Worked for cand.
School 0.105 0.471 0.538 0.524
(0.089) (0.379) (0.364) (0.330)
Observations 1727 1191 1189 1185
F-statistic 8.412 1.996 2.165 2.262
Treatment level District District District District

Interest in Politics and Democratic Participation

Panel B Rejects elections  Discuss politics  Interest pub affairs No dem pref
School -0.351* 0.370** 0.422* -0.216*
(0.136) 0.141) (0.198) (0.102)
Observations 1749 1696 1714 1590
F-statistic 8.793 11.373 7.904 10.842
Treatment level District District District District

Notes: ¥ p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered at the district level.
Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects, urbanity fixed effects, and district-gender
fixed effects.

Table A&: Elections are Free and Fair

(1 2) 3)
Ballot not secret Fears intimidation Careful about politics
School 0.282" 0.325 0.432+
(0.151) (0.265) (0.228)
Observations 996 1709 1702
F-statistic 12.561 8.125 6.662
Treatment level District District District

Notes: ™ p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered
at the district level. Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects,
urbanity fixed effects, and district-gender fixed effects.
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Table A9: Democratic Institutions

ey 2 3) “4)
Pres. obey courts Want term limits MP checks pres. Parl. makes laws
School 0.159 -0.170 -0.098 -0.092
0.217) (0.195) (0.173) (0.231)
Observations 1745 1740 1743 1736
F-statistic 9.830 8.050 9.077 8.127
Treatment level District District District District

Notes: * p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered at the district
level. Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects, urbanity fixed effects, and

district-gender fixed effects.
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A.10 Estimates using IV (Born between 1970-1995)

Table A10: Election Outcomes

Farticipation in Elections

Panel A Voted last election  Attended rally Canvassed for cand. Worked for cand.
School 0.082 0.499* 0.467* 0.466*
(0.070) (0.254) (0.188) (0.190)
Observations 2432 1765 1765 1762
F-statistic 13.905 5.073 5.436 5.540
Treatment level District District District District

Interest in Politics and Democratic Participation

Panel B Rejects elections  Discuss politics  Interest pub affairs No dem pref
School -0.280** 0.355** 0.294* -0.197**
(0.099) (0.101) (0.136) (0.073)
Observations 2525 2458 2473 2290
F-statistic 15.939 17.520 14.465 13.497
Treatment level District District District District

Notes: ¥ p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered at the district level.
Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects, urbanity fixed effects, and district-gender
fixed effects.

Table A11: Elections are Free and Fair

(1 2) 3)
Ballot not secret Fears intimidation Careful about politics
School 0.199 0.435* 0.264
(0.125) (0.231) (0.188)
Observations 1438 2466 2459
F-statistic 10.903 14.521 14.206
Treatment level District District District

Notes: ™ p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered
at the district level. Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects,
urbanity fixed effects, and district-gender fixed effects.

AlS5



Table A12: Democratic Institutions

ey 2 3) C))
Pres. obey courts Want term limits MP checks pres. Parl. makes laws
School 0.228* -0.223 -0.116 0.170
(0.134) (0.192) (0.161) (0.159)
Observations 2517 2513 2509 2504
F-statistic 17.000 14.879 16.932 15.275
Treatment level District District District District

Notes: * p < 0.1, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01. Robust standard errors in parentheses, clustered at the district
level. Regressions control for birth year fixed effects, survey year fixed effects, urbanity fixed effects, and
district-gender fixed effects.
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